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and by the traditional reverence of all his people;
and besides this tie of association, which in itself was
enough to make it impossible for him to do away with
the rites, Mohammad perceived that the worship in
the Kaaba would prove of real value to his religion,
He swept away the more idolatrous and immoral part
of the ceremonies, but he retained the pilgrimage to
Mekka and the old veneration of the temple for
reasons of which it is impossible to dispute the
wisdom. He well knew the consolidating effect of a
centre to which his followers could gather; and
hence he reasserted the sanctity of the black stone
that " came down from HeavenJJ; lie ordained
that everywhere throughout the world, the Muslim
should pray looking towards the Kaaba, and he
enjoined him to make the pilgrimage thither. Mekka
is to the Muslim what Jerusalem is to the Jew. It
bears with it all the influence of centuries of associa-
tions. It carries the Muslim back to the cradle of
his faith, the childhood of his prophet; it reminds
him of the struggle between the old faith and the new,
of the overthrow of the idols, and the establishment
of the worship of the One God. And, most of all, it
bids him remember that all his brother Muslims are
worshipping towards the same sacred spot; that he
is one of a great company of believers, united by one
faith, filled with the same hopes, reverencing the
same things, worshipping the same Grod. Mohammad
showed his knowledge of the religious emotions in
man when he preserved the sanctity of the temple
of Mekka,